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girl.   Let me once more advise vou to come east this
if you can."

" MILITARY ACADEMY,
"WEST POINT, N. Y., August 21, 1839.
**. . . When I wrote last we were in camp, our last
encampment, and its termination was celebrated in a
^manner to show how rejoiced we were at its being the

* last/   I wish you had been here among the very great
many visitors to see it.   The Ball was a grand affair,
In a fine large hall, the walls decorated with wreaths of
laurel and cedar, crossed swords, sabres and bayonets,
a,nd the flags of nearly all nations of the world.   From
the ceiling hung a great number of elegant and tasty
chandeliers, and when filled with ladies and officers
both naval and military in their uniforms it presented
the most dazzling and brilliant appearance I ever be-
held.   But what most accorded with my taste was the

* Stag' dance the last evening we were in camp.   The
tents were illuminated, and the parade-ground in front
wets covered with lights, but in consequence of the wind
we   were not able to arrange them as nicely as we
ccmld have wished.   In front of these the Corps as-
sembled to dance a figure, similar to what we in the
West term a country dance, only that each one can
shuffle and cut up as much as he pleases, provided he
goes through the figure.   The whole presents a very
picturesque appearance, so much so that it attracts
always a crowd of ladies and gentlemen to the camp.
Indeed that evening, although quite cold and chilly,
the dancers were literally encompassed with lady spec-rother, later a prominent
